Activity 3.1: Power Searching with Google.

Aim: To use one of the power search with google course on activity 3.1 to find a scholarly article on a specific theme.
Motivation: To assist in efficiently locating resources to be used in our academic activities.

Resource: Power Search with Google course explored in Activity 3.1
Task:  We would like you to find resources that will emphasize the importance, challenges and drawbacks of using ICT for visual impaired students in higher learning institutions education particularly in developing countries.

What to do: Use the resources, techniques and searching skills provided from the activity 3.1  that will deepen your understanding on using search engines for research.

Identify a particular area of research to explore and its associated key words.

Use Google scholar to find two downloadable articles of interest.

Make a note of your challenges in locating the two suitable articles, and the url of the articles.

Response

Internet is a loose connection of computers that facilitate the exchange of information among users. Internet has various applications and this discussion will focus on its application in the education context and particularly in teaching and learning as well as for searching educational resources. Internet provides good source of diverse learning materials since materials of all kinds are available for all the categories of people including disabled and different age groups. The materials are accessed throughout the day 24/7 time as long as one is connected to the internet via a computer platform. 
For the internet to function one need to have a server (specialized computers that store  information and share it with other servers thus enabling access to public) and a browser such as Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox to enable people access the World Wide Web (loose connection of networks). 
There also exist educational resources on the internet such as emails and chat rooms. Other resources enable for the transfer of information and materials between teachers and students, thus facilitate the teaching and learning processes. 
Given the vast educational materials in the internet one need to have techniques and skills needed to search for information. Beforehand, one needs to be familiar with the popular search engines such as Google, Bing, dogopile, duck duck go, ask, Yahoo and Yandex.
In addressing the question therefore, first, I will identify the topic of interest and use Google scholar as a search engine to download two articles of interest. In the process, I will discuss the tip(s) and how I apply them in searching and downloading the articles of my interest. I will later discuss the challenges encountered and add the related url for the searched materials.
My topic of interest is “Enhancing Employability of graduates within Higher Education Institutions, Challenges and Prospects”. 

In searching for materials in the internet, one needs to identify the key words. 
In this topic the key words will be:

· Employability - the meaning, what comprises employability and factors enhancing employability within Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
· HEIs- The role of HEIs in enhancing employability and 
· Graduates – How employers perceive graduates, challenges of recent graduates, how HEIs view their graduates etc. 
As well when searching for information from the internet one needs to be specific with the searches and the keywords should be spelled correctly. These have been adhered to when typing the key words during the search in the internet and the related search engines. As well and given the search results, I only selected the ones that aligned to the topic of my interest thus abiding to the specificity of the theme at hand.

It is also important to search for more than one search engine since the search engines may contain different information and results. In attaining this, I used google scholar and bing as a search engines to search for the materials of my topic. I however downloaded only the ones from the google scholar now that the assignment directed us in this direction. The bing search engine did not however provide for downloadable information. Only the readable information was obtained.
Building on this background, the titles of materials downloaded from the Google scholar related to my topic are reflected hereunder with their URL.

1. The Quality of Higher Education and Employability of Graduates 

URL: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Liv_Storen/publication/233060466_The_Quality_of_Higher_Education_and_Employability_of_Graduates/links/55681bfc08aefcb861d395a2.pdf
2. Do study abroad programs enhance the employability of graduates?
URL: 
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/90041/1/dp7675.pdf
In relation to the challenges, no challenge was encountered in searching for the materials using the Google scholar as a search engine. The rationale is that, the topic is broad and has been researched in different contexts. Thus, the search was smooth. I guess I am also familiar with the specificity aspects when searching for information, no wonder I did not encounter any problem in the process. 
Bing as a search engine did not provide enough downloadable information for my topic, thus I could recommend someone to use Google scholar especially for downloadable materials. 
