Activity 3.2: Exploring Tools outside your LMS

Aim: To explore a selection of web-based free-to-use tools which are outside the LMS.

Motivation: To make an informed selection of online tools for use in your course

Task:
· Consult the resources provided in order to select a suitable tool/s for your pedagogical purpose in a particular activity in a real course.

· Identify one particular tool and describe how you will use it in an online activity or assessment using the Activity Design Template provided.

There exist different tools outside the LMS that support online learning. These web tools are used for different types of activities such as assessment, content creation, communication purposes, web creation, survey tools, blogging, social networking and so forth. There also exist digital research tools used for data analysis tools, data collection tools, tools for finding research materials, tools for managing bibliography and so forth. Further list is available in this link http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/Finding+the+Right+Tool. The tools are important as they enable for the access of materials by teachers and students, they strengthen online interactions, learners’ satisfaction and many more.

As a teacher, several considerations need to be taken care of when selecting the right tool to facilitate online learning. These include among others learning objectives, accessibility (whether the tool is accessible in a variety of web browsers, whether it is free / has limited access, passwords requirements), usability (easy for installation and availability of help functions), privacy and intellectual property (personal data protection, copy right status of content created and archiving in personal computer), workload and time management (the easiness to track students work for grading and feedback purposes) and fun factor (whether the tool allows for individual creativity and different types of interactions such as visual, verbal and written). Other considerations include the functional language and the time it will take for the learners to work with the tool.

With reference to my real course, when selecting a tool I will consider most of the above stated criteria. More emphasize will be given to the objective of the course and the access elements (whether students need a password to log in or not). Other factors such as user friendliness also matters including the time to learn the tool and its functionalities. The objective of my lesson is to enable students understand the meaning of an entrepreneur. This can be done using words, but I prefer my students to draw a picture of an entrepreneur. In going through the tools, I established InfuseLearning tool to meet this purpose. The tool is available under the www.infuselearning.com. This is a student response system and classroom management tool that works across all web-connected devices. 

I find the tool to be suitable because, besides possessing the features I need, it has a video explaining how it is used making it easier for students to follow and make use of it. As a teacher I can ask a number of questions and collect responses from students.  What impressed me about this tool again is its unique feature that makes it capable to have students "drawn responses." This provides for an opportunity of a student to demonstrate problem solving ability and ability to illustrate concepts, thus falling within the objective I want to attain. Other features of the tool include its multilingual nature; as a teacher can set an interactive exam with diagrams and enable students to interact with the diagram to explain their views. The tool also enables me as a teacher to create quizzes and provide individual feedback to students. It can also translate audios enabling for transcription. It is also possible to link the tool with other devices and videos links for further referencing. Based on this information, and using the activity design template this is the way I will structure my lesson. 
Activity design structure 
Understanding Entrepreneurship and Characteristics of entrepreneurs  
Online Assignment:
Objective (AIM):
The topic aims to enable individual student (prospective teachers) to explore the meaning of the term Entrepreneurship and characteristics associated with entrepreneurs in different contexts. 
Motivation for activity (WHY):
This is important for students because once each understands the meaning of entrepreneurship and the characteristics of entrepreneurs, then it will lay a basis for understanding how the qualities of entrepreneurship can be developed in the education system and their role in the process.
Resource (Starting Information/Preparation/Resources):  The following resources will be uploaded

1. Fayolle 2006. Entrepreneurship Education: Process and Context (The book will be attached online as a resource)
2. Mwasabilwa (2010); Entrepreneurship Education: The meaning, objectives and learning outcomes> to understand the broader meaning of entrepreneurship 
3. Fulgence, K. MBSS Case study (2015). Learn to serve International Academy of Case study.
Who: The task is to be completed individually and offline, then later on uploaded online
Task: Respond to the following questions;
1. Meaning of entrepreneurship and how it is understood in context 

2. Define entrepreneurship in your own words

3. Draw a picture of an entrepreneur in our context 
4. Discuss the characteristics of entrepreneurs
Tool:  
Infuse learning web tool

Forum will also be used to share your responses
Activity:
· WHAT: (to do) 

· Questions  1, 2 and 3 should be done at an individual level (30 minutes)
· Question 4 should be done in groups of 5  (The groups will be assigned (30 minutes) 
· HOW: (to respond to the assigned task) 
1. Read the resource(s) provided to understand the broader meaning of entrepreneurship
2. Read the cases <MBSS case study> and respond by substantiating the characteristics of entrepreneurs.
3. Visit the link www.infuselearning.com to learn how to use it for drawing purposes and online assignment. 

Duration: Total expected time 90 minutes
· ASSESSMENT: Completion of this activity will count towards your course portfolio.
· RESPONSE: Contribute your group's responses to these questions in this online assignment by posting your views in the forum (5 minutes) 
· For the individual assignment, this should be submitted online via the submission link for others to comment. 

· Additionally, share your course description with your peer students by attaching it to your post in the discussion forum and comment on a course description posted by a peer.
· FEEDBACK: (from the group /students/ facilitators) 

· On conclusion of the activity we will share and discuss the online responses and work toward a common understanding of the meaning of entrepreneurship and characteristics of entrepreneurs  (30 minutes) 
Deadline: The assignment should be completed in two weeks time from today (20th August, 2016).
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